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the divergent political groups but had sown the seed of
dissensions among them to such an extent that even a
miracle could not ensure them any political harvest.
It was unfortunate that the Statutory Commission should
have become the starting-point of a fresh agitation.
At the outset of these hostile demonstrations, the
authorities adopted a tolerant attitude in the hope that
their organizers would soon realize the utter futility of
organized obstructions to the Commission. In a way it
would have been a very wise policy to allow the boycott
movement to die of its own incoherent weakness, had not
the movement gone too far in its hostility. A memberx of
the Commission records his impressions of a boycott demon-
stration in the following terms :
" The authorities had apparently entered into a sort of
compact with the Swarajists, allowing them to make a
demonstration only at certain points of our route through
the town—an almost incredible proceeding/'
Referring to the behaviour of the students of the
Agricultural College, Cawnpore, he writes that they
<f\vent quite wild, surged up against our cars and threw
dust at us. It is inconceivable that Government should
have allowed such a discreditable performance/'
The Viceroy, however, realized that the effective means
of arresting these hostilities towards the Commission
would be to propitiate the rebellious spirit behind them.
He therefore consulted with the Chairman of the Commission
in order to devise methods by which the Indian leaders
might be persuaded to co-operate with the Commission.
Sir John Simon was an adept in placating opposition,
and determined to ensure a sufficient measure of co-operation
in India for his mission. Under the terms of the appoint-
ment of the Commission, he was empowered to elect
1 The Hon. E. C. G. Cadogan.   See his " The India We Saw."   John
Murray:  1933.

